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Announcements




Meagan Shotwell remains in the hospital for a serious infection, and your
prayers for healing are appreciated.



with his father who is having some serious health issues. He would appreciate
your prayers for the situation.
Benevolence Update
Check the table in the back for the items we
are collecting for the Portales Christian Children’s Home……

On Wednesday evening we will meet
for Bible class at 7 PM. This is the last
class for our women in the book So Long
Insecurity. The men are continuing their
study of the characteristics of godly men
on Wednesday evening.

Beverly and Clifford Gunn, Judy
Roybal, JO Vick,
Dick and Judy
Bird, Belle Yokum, Willie Johnson, Bobbye
Wright, Larry
Reeder, Zell
Gammill, Koben
Puckett , are all
in need of
prayers.

Joyce Roberts’ sister-in-law La Donna
has breast cancer and had a lumpectomy.
Test results indicate she is going to require additional surgery, so your prayers
for the family and the medical staff would
be appreciated.

Reagan Kenyon received an
excellent report
from her most
recent medical
tests. Praise our
Lord for this
excellent news.



I S S U E

Continue to
keep Pam Richards’ parents in
your prayers.
Mr. Isler is doing
MUCH better
and continues to
receives treatments.
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Les Miller has gone to help his mother

Silas Shotwell will bring the lesson today


Announcements: Tom Oliver

Calendar of Events
January 10— School begins again for students



Scripture: Bob Addison

January 16— MLK Holiday



Song Service: Mark McCollum

Men Serving this Month

Happy Birthday
January 13— Danielle Roberts and Chance
Good
Anniversaries—
None this Week

January 18— Working for the Master
February 5— Potluck Sunday
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HOLY, PLEASE HOLD THE ADVENTURE BY SARAH STIRMAN
Our church has a precious tradition on "Senior Sunday." On the day that we honor our graduating high school seniors, we also commission our first-graders. The elders present the little guys with a Bible all of their own. The year my
now-10-year-old was in first grade, she happened to receive an "Adventure Bible." A regular Bible, but geared towards
kids with insights into the "adventures" of following God.
This year, she decided she had outgrown that Bible. "I need a new Bible, Mom." "What's wrong with your Bible?" "I
want a 'Holy' one, not the 'Adventure' one."
I hope she understood my huge smile and suppressed laughter to be joy at her interest in reading God's Word. As I
repeated the story often, I realized that most of us really want our relationship with God to be like that.
I dearly love my worship times -- worship in the Sunday morning assembly, with my family of believers, praising and
worshiping together as well as worship alone with my Bible and my God as I recount all of the ways He has blessed
me. I do love the Holy moments with God.
I could really do without all the adventures -- the adventure of dangling on a ledge wondering if the Lord will rescue
me, the adventure of careening into blackness wondering how much further I could possibly fall, the adventure of being
alone in a crowd of people that don't understand why I possibly worship a God that demands so much of me.
However, experience tells me I can't REALLY have one without the other. A safe, blissful faith is a faith unchallenged and unchanged. My own adventures on my faith walk have shown me that they aren't just for adventures' sake -not at all like a crazy roller coaster ride where you just end up back where you started, only a little shaken. No, adventures at the foot of His throne are Holy adventures, stretching, molding, and forming me into His more perfect instrument, while constantly reminding me of His faithfulness through it all.
In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul recounts some grand adventures he experienced:
Five different times the Jews gave me thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I
was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. I
have traveled many weary miles. I have faced danger from flooded rivers and from robbers. I have
faced danger from my own people, the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the
cities, in the deserts, and on the stormy seas. And I have faced danger from men who claim to be
Christians but are not. I have lived with weariness and pain and sleepless nights. Often I have been
hungry and thirsty and have gone without food. Often I have shivered with cold, without enough
clothing to keep me warm. (2 Corinthians 11:24-27 NLT)
If this were on the Christianity recruiting poster, I would probably pass.
What do you think that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Daniel 3:16-30) thought as they marched up to the furnace while the soldiers around them were dropping dead from the heat? I'm sure they thought that wasn't exactly the
adventure they had in mind when they awoke that morning. Can you imagine Daniel's thoughts as he was led to the
lion's den? (Daniel 6:10-28) Daniel could probably have done without quite so much adventure himself. Yet his testimony of faith rings true with both the holy and the adventure! "Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of hurt
was found upon him, because he had trusted in his God." (Daniel 6:23 RSV)
So, when I want to say to God, as my precious daughter said to me, "I want the holy life, not the adventure life!" He
will gently reply, "Child, the holiness is IN the adventure. Trust in Me. I promise you the adventure of a lifetime!"
Posted: 12/14/2005
URL: http://www.heartlight.org/articles/200512/20051214_holyadventure.html
Leadership of the Fort Sumner Church of Christ
Elders

Deacons

Silas Shotwell: 575.512.4400

Tom Oliver 355‐2591

Pow Carter 355‐2998

Les Miller 575.760.3833

Gary Good 355-6426
Supported Ministries
Miguel Garcia Zaragosa, Mexico
Satish Bontha Chennupali, India
Check out our web site for electronic versions of the newsletter and
other resources to support your walk with Jesus—

http://fortsumnerchurchofchrist.com
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