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Reagan Ken

Sasha Tompkins has throat cancer and
there has been a change in her prognosis
and she is receiving treatment.

Beverly and Clifford Gunn, Judy
Roybal, JO Vick,
Dick and Judy
Bird, Belle Yokum, Willie Johnson, Bobbye
Wright, Larry
Reeder, Zell
Gammill, Koben
Puckett , are all
in need of
prayers.

McKayla Gunn & JayCee Isler are
both going to have knee surgery on February 1st. Keep these girls in your
prayers for successful surgery and full
recovery.





and had a lumpectomy. Test results indicate she is going to require additional
surgery, so your prayers for the family
and the medical staff would be appreciated.

Immediately after morning services today
the women of the congregation are asked
to stay after for a brief meeting to plan
the February Ladies’ Night Out program
and menu. It is our turn to host this
wonderful evening for the women of the
community.

Continue to

yon received an
excellent report
from her most
recent medical
tests. Praise our
Lord for this
excellent news.
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Announcements

keep Pam Richards’ parents in
your prayers.


I S S U E

Chance Good
has kidney
stones and it has
been slowly passing little bits of
the stones.
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On Wednesday evening we will meet at
7 PM for our Bible class and mid-week
prayer time. Please join us.

Benevolence Update
We are collecting flour and
sugar for the Portales
Christian Children’s Home
this month. Our goal is 50
items and we had 22 last
Sunday.

La Donna Gammill has breast cancer

Silas Shotwell will bring the lesson today
Men Serving this Month


Announcements: Les Miller



Scripture: Bob Addison



Song Service: Mark McCollum

Happy Birthday
January 30— Parker Lewis
Anniversaries—
None this Week

Calendar of Events
TONIGHT— 6 PM regional signing and
sandwich supper. Gary and
Silas are both planning
on going and will provide transportation if
anyone would like to
go.
February 5— Potluck Sunday
February 15— Working for the Master
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MY CELL PHONE DOESN’T WORK BY STEVE RIDGELL
Those were the first words my father-in-law said when we walked in the door. It had
stopped working, and he wanted to know why. That was all the proof he needed that cell phones
were not everything they claimed to be. He never really wanted one anyway, but we insisted. We
thought he needed it in the truck, up at the farm, out in the yard. It was portable and a great thing
to have if something happened and he needed help. He didn’t think he needed it. It was inconceivable to him that he would need it.
Besides, he did not understand how it worked. He had a really hard time realizing that if he
wanted to talk to me on my cell, he did not have to call from his cell. He could use a land line.
Unlimited minutes through our shared plan must be too good to be true. So he used his phone as
little as possible and was as brief as possible. He still cannot retrieve any messages he gets, nor
does he want to.
But now all of his suspicions and fears were proved correct. The phone quit working. And
he made it clear that he had plugged it in so that was not the problem. It was just dead. It had quit
working. So my wife went over, got his phone, and … turned it on. Somehow he had turned it off.
I was giving my wife a hard time about all of this until she reminded me that up until a few
months ago I had very similar feelings about texting. I did not understand it, did not want to use it,
and saw absolutely no benefit in it. I didn’t even want to try it. To be honest, I think my father-inlaw and I both were scared of something we did not understand and did not think we needed –
until we tried it. Now I think texting is a wonderful way to communicate and he uses his cell phone
all the time. And that is why he was in crisis when it did not work.
It made me think about how some people think about Christianity. They do not think they
need it, they do not understand how it works, and it seems too good to be true. But when they try
it out, they find out they had no idea what they were missing. Their life makes sense. They find
peace, joy, purpose, and hope. Until something goes wrong. They see a spiritual leader struggle
with sin, or they get their first taste of persecution, or the trials of life are still there. And they suddenly think all of their previous fears and concerns are now validated. What is needed at that time
is a Christian to come alongside and show how to get connected again to Jesus. Someone who understands and can help.
So if you are one of those that tried the Jesus way but gave up because you thought it
would not work for you, I would love to help you connect to someone who would be honored to
help you take another look. Some of us have been where you are. We remember and we can help.
Write me at steve@hopeforlife.org or join the blog discussion at www.hopeforlife.org.
Leadership of the Fort Sumner Church of Christ
Elders

Deacons

Silas Shotwell: 575.512.4400

Tom Oliver 355‐2591

Pow Carter 355‐2998

Les Miller 575.760.3833

Gary Good 355-6426
Supported Ministries
Miguel Garcia Zaragosa, Mexico
Satish Bontha Chennupali, India
Check out our web site for electronic versions of the newsletter and
other resources to support your walk with Jesus—

http://fortsumnerchurchofchrist.com
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